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D-hall to-go boxes starting Fall 2018
by Rediet Fissiha | News Staff | @playful_red
A
fter receiving student feedback, 
starting in Fall 2018, Longwood 
Dining Services will implement To-
Go Meals. Students will be able to take out, 
straight from Dorrill Dining Hall known as the 
new Outta Here, according to Senior Director 
of Longwood Dining Services, Grant Avent.
To-Go meals will count as one Meal Exchange 
swipe but the door rate will still be available to 
use through bonus dollars and lancer cash. If 
students want to eat a meal in the Dining Hall 
and take a meal to go, they will be charged for 
two meals. They must first swipe at the entrance 
of Dining Hall and use a meal swipe to eat in 
the Dining Hall, and then if they would like a 
meal to go, they will have to swipe again to get 
the sustainable container, according to Avent.
“Individuals abusing or in non-compliance 
with this policy will have their to-go privileges 
suspended and could be brought up on honor 
code violation,” said Avent.
Students with the Block 225 and Block 160 
meal plans can use their seven swipes a week for 
either the to-go option or the meal exchange. 
With the Block 80 and Block 50 plans, students 
can use their five swipes a week for either the 
to-go option or the meal exchange. 
The container, called Green Thread, is 
sustainable and eco-friendly. It has three 
compartments: one big and two small. 
Avent said students can fill up the boxes with 
what they want. 
“This will also provide more hot options and 
variety,” said Marketing Assistant of Longwood 
University Dining Services Ashley Jones.
There are no restrictions on how much a 
student can fit in the box but “the lid has to 
close”, according to Jones.
If students want to use the To-Go option 
again, they have to return each container to be 
washed by the Dining Services staff, according 
to Avent.
“You don’t have to dishes again because we do 
it for you,” said Jones.
The Dining Services are still discussing how 
the drinks will actually work but there is a 
possibility of reusable cups provided to students 
to follow the eco-friendly approach. Students 
will be able to get their drinks from the drink 
section inside of the Dining Hall.
Avent thinks that overcrowding won’t be 
a problem because with the meal exchange 
program that started last semester, students 
have the option to choose from Greens to Go, 
Lancer Park P.O.D., and Outta Here and has 
lessened overall traffic. With the opening of the 
new Upchurch University Center in Fall 2018, 
the traffic will die down even more. 
“With the meal exchange (program), we have 
seen the number of students in the dining hall 
go down,” said Avent.
Avent hopes that students will be satisfied and 
embrace it.
We change to meet the changing needs of the 
students.
Avent encourages students to make suggestions 
to dining services. 
“We have to be more sustainable and do more 
things, and give the students what they want 
(but) this is the only way students can do it,” said 
Avent. “This will be user-friendly for students.”
Boxes are sustainable and eco-friendly
SEASON 2 EPISODE 6 NOW PLAYING 
TALES FROM EASTERN EUROPE
In this episode of DAG, Brian Plum ‘02 travels to Poland and Slovakia for adventure and gets enlightened while 
hanging out with members of the local communist party. Our Act 2 story is all about Russia and what it’s like to 
be stationed in the U.S. Embassy as a member of the foreign service. Thomas Moran ‘83 shares his remarkable 
experiences. Thanks for listening, sharing, and subscribing to the show!
Available for download at:
https://soundcloud.com/user-
748895801
EPISODE 6 DESCRIPTION
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I
n the last Student Government 
Association (SGA) meeting of 
the 2017-2018 year, nominations 
and elections for a new executive 
senator position took place and 
Office of Fraternity and Sorority Life 
Representative Catherine Swinsky 
gave a presentation on tornado relief 
efforts.
Senators Jack Harmon, Joseph 
Hyman and Swinsky all ran for Ben 
Brody’s position of Executive Senator 
for Senate Relations.
Senate took it to a paper vote and 
had a run-off election because no 
candidate had a 50 percent majority. 
Ultimately, the position was won by 
Harmon.
Swinsky talked about tornado relief 
for the devastation that occurred in 
Amherst County, Campbell County 
and Lynchburg and how she wants 
SGA to be more involved in helping 
those affected by the disaster.
According to Swinsky, there is 
currently a shelter set up but victims 
are missing clothes and food.
Vice President Lucas Hobson said 
that he reached out to the affected 
counties and said that they need food 
over anything else. President Joshua 
Darst announced that there is a food 
drive taking place starting Thursday, 
April 19 through Wednesday, April 
25. Bins will be located at Greenwood 
Library, Dorrill Dining Hall and the 
SGA office.
Virginia 21 Representative Morgan 
Rollins suggested that students also 
donate clothes that are no longer 
needed, since so many students get rid 
of clothes around this time anyway. 
Darst responded by saying clothing 
donations were the original plan, 
but there is no existing processing 
procedure for clothes at this time.
SGA Fiscal Technician and 
Administrative Assistant Trish 
McGregor suggested that students 
skip over items such as Hamburger 
Helper and go for granola bars and 
canned soup, because they are things 
that can be prepared easily.
Senator Hyman suggested making 
a plan for students with an excess 
amount of bonus dollars left to use 
those bonus dollars for items to 
donate.
In the executive report, Darst 
gave a reminder that the Longwood 
University Police Department 
(LUPD) forum is taking place at 4 
p.m. on April 26 in the Lankford 
Student Union Ballroom.
Phi Sigma Pi National Honor 
Fraternity ($988)
Funds would be used for the PSP 
national conference this year in 
Phoenix, A.Z, from July 25-29. Funds 
were requested to cover conference 
registration fees, lodging and airfare. 
SFC approved the allocation.
SFC Report
by Jesse Plichta-Kellar | News Staff | @JesseKellar
In SGA: 
Executive senator chosen 
and tornado relief efforts
by Rachael Poole | Opinions Editor | @rapoole17
 Jack Harmon states that two new basketball coaches have been hired, one for the 
men’s team and the other for the women’s team.ere 
E V A  W I T T K O S K I  |  T H E  R O T U N D A
J A C O B  P U T E R K O  |  T H E  R O T U N D A
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SGA attempts to extend add/drop
by Christine Rindfleisch | Editor-in-Chief | @its_rINDfleisch
S
een as a problem resurfacing every year 
in front of the Student Government 
Association (SGA), the add/drop 
deadline for students to add or withdraw from 
courses at the beginning of the semester is set 
at five school days. After a Facebook survey 
hosted by SGA in February saw that 88.9% 
of the 90 surveyed students were in favor 
of extending the deadline, SGA drafted a 
resolution calling for the extension to 10 days, 
a five day increase from the current five days.
“It’s a problem that is brought up every year 
so it’s so far dated back we don’t even know 
the original source,” said newly-elected SGA 
Executive Senator for Committee Relations 
Kiersten Freedman.
The resolution states in part: "Longwood 
University Faculty Senate should pass the 
legislation to lengthen the add/drop period to 
fulfill its mission of fostering student learning 
and achievement." 
Ultimately, if passed, the extension is at the 
discretion of the professor in terms of adding 
students during days six through 10 of the 
extension while the withdrawal period is at 
the discretion of the student. Newly-elected 
Student Body President Josh Darst said in 
some courses, missing the first two weeks of a 
course can put a student significantly behind 
which does not promote student success.
After SGA Business and Economics 
Representative Emmy Gable drafted the 
resolution, both Freedman and Darst sought 
support from the Financial Aid and Registrar 
offices. According to Freedman, both the 
Financial Aid office and Registrar offices are 
in favor of the resolution. Darst said Susan 
Hines, registrar, was “really a catalyst” with 
progressing the resolution.
“The administration and the faculty are 
not opposed to talking about the add/drop 
deadline, but the timing of the resolution 
coming in April, that’s not the time to initiate 
the conversation at the end of the school year,” 
said Interim Provost and Vice President for 
Academic Affairs Dr. Larissa Smith Fergeson.
According to Fergeson, in order to change 
the add/drop deadline, the legislation has 
to be approved by the Educational Policy 
Committee (EPC) then passed by Faculty 
Senate.
On April 5, Faculty Senate passed an 
extension of the withdraw date from day 35 
to day 50 of regularly scheduled classes after it 
was approved by the EPC.
“That may address some of these issues as 
well,” said Fergeson.
She also stated she would be willing to 
readdress the deadline in fall 2018, but the 
implementation, if approved by the EPC and 
Faculty Senate, would “depend on how the 
conversation goes.”
According to Fergeson, she has met with 
Darst and Freedman on the resolution and 
asked them to do some research about other 
school’s and their add/drop deadlines. James 
Madison University (JMU) has a retention 
rate of 92 percent and University of Mary 
Washington (UMW) has a 82 percent 
freshmen retention rate while Longwood 
has a 80 percent retention rate. Both JMU 
and UMW have a 10 day add/drop period, 
according to Freedman.
“I don’t have any evidence that it does 
(influence the retention rate for freshmen 
students) I think that we can take a look at it,” 
said Fergeson.
“Realistically we passed this resolution, but 
it’s nothing more than a recommendation to 
the administration and faculty of Longwood 
so all we can ask from a realistic standpoint 
is a conversation is had,” said Darst. Both 
Freedman and Darst said they want to see the 
extension implemented spring 2019 but see it 
happening more for fall 2019.
Continue to follow The Rotunda for more 
updates.
Administration willing to hear resolution in Fall
In a survey conducted by SGA, 11.1 percent of respondents expressed concerns with how financial aid would be influenced by the resolution.
E V A  W I T T K O S K I  |  T H E  R O T U N D A
According to Freedman, SGA has recieved support 
from the Registrar office.
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THE RICHMOND SYMPHONY GIVES A 
“CLASSIC” PERFORMANCE
by Ledaniel Jackson | A&E Staff | @Xidjoeker500
W
ith the seats full in Jarman 
Auditorium on Friday, April 
20, The Richmond Symphony, 
in partnership with Longwood University, 
played a variety of new and classic pieces for 
Longwood students, faculty and the Farmville 
community. 
In 2012, John Cook '52 initiated the 
continual partnership to bring 
the symphony to Longwood 
every year.
“John gave us a lot money so 
we could do this yearly. We use 
to do this event every five years 
but with recent events now we 
can do this event every year," said 
Dr. Charles Kinzer, professor 
of Music History, Saxophone, 
Clarinet and Jazz Ensembles.
The symphony started off with a 
piece from Virezslava Kapralova, 
who conducted 50 pieces before 
she died at the age of 25.
The song started off vibrantly 
and loud, with the strings and 
woodwind instruments providing 
a really good melody. Then the 
horns came in the background to 
provide some texture. The song 
slowed down with just the string 
melody, which sounded great, like a medieval 
movie.
Next, they had a duet between the violinist 
and cellist called “The Allegro, Andante, 
and the Vivace Non Troppo,” which was 
composed by Johannes Brahms. This song is 
based off of Brahms writing a letter to the 
great violinist Joseph Joachim to try to patch 
up their longtime friendship. Now the artists 
are back together, trying to rekindle things.
The piece began with orchestra playing 
fiercely with the cellist coming to play a well 
done solo. The violinist then came in and 
delivered a beautiful solo with the symphony 
band. After the duo performed separately, 
they combined to provide a beautiful melody. 
That was one part where the facial expressions 
of the violinist and cellist displayed a bit of 
competition as they played very vigorously.
Then the symphony went into intermission, 
so the players could rest to perform their epic 
finale.
“I definitely like when they do big pieces 
like the next coming up,” said Kinzer during 
intermission. 
After the intermission, the final song began. 
Symphony No. 9 in E minor, Op.95 “From the 
New World,” produced by Antonin Dvorak.
This piece is about Mrs. 
Jeannette Thurber, the founder 
of the National Conservatory 
of Music. She needed a musical 
director for her new school. So 
she decided to hire Dvorak, who 
was a world famous composer at 
the time, to be the teacher.
This piece represents the 
composer’s first time at the new 
school, which was really cool to 
know. The symphony comes in 
with a slow and melodic tone, 
with the string section and the 
woodwind section slowed as 
well. Then, the horn section 
came in with a triumphant solo. 
The percussion section followed 
to provide some balance to the 
piece.
However, the best part was 
when everyone came in and 
provided a beautiful moment to finish off the 
concert.
The Richmond Symphony rocked the house 
and provided classical music that appealed to 
everyone in the audience. 
Introduction of soloists Daisuke Yamamoto, violin (left) & Neal Cary, cello (right).
B R A N D O N  C H E U N G  |  T H E  R O T U N D A
 President Reveley addressing the honor of having the Richmond Symphony come 
to Longwood.
06 SENIORS TheRotundaOnline.com>
W
hen you’ve 
d e d i c a t e d 
yourself to 
an organization for four 
years, it’s difficult to let it 
go; especially when that 
organization becomes 
your family. My first 
week at Longwood, I 
went to my first Rotunda 
meeting. I was clueless 
about writing and was 
still the scared, shy kid 
that was afraid to speak. 
Still, I left that meeting 
with my first writing 
assignment and a new 
sense of purpose (though I didn’t know it yet). 
Throughout my four years, I have proudly 
worked as Features staff, Features Editor and 
Rotunda Studios Executive Producer. The 
task of reviving Rotunda Studios is probably 
my most challenging, yet most rewarding 
accomplishment at Longwood. It’s my baby. I 
almost wished I had one more year to further 
build it, but I’m proud of what we’ve done and 
I know that Nicole and the Rotunda Studios 
staff will only continue to better it.
During my tenure, The Rotunda has come a 
long way. We went from being just a weekly 
newspaper to an independent news outlet with 
expanding social media, a broadcast section 
and E-editions. We have put in a lot of long 
nights, sweat and tears because we believe that 
the work we do is worthwhile. And believe 
me, I am so proud of not only my work with 
Rotunda Studios, but of everyone’s work in 
further bettering ourselves and the Rotunda!
To my fellow Rotunda-ers: thank you for 
letting me be my crazy self (and allowing me to 
share my “Lion King” obsession). Thanks for 
believing in me and pushing me to do better, 
especially Halle, my goofy yet fearless friend; 
Christine, who I will always bug about food 
choices; “Dr. Awesome” Clint Wright for being 
awesome and of course, Professor Halliday for 
all of the critique, advice and support.
And to paraphrase the great “Stone Cold” 
Steve Austin: And that’s the bottom line ‘cause 
Payton said so!
O
f my 142 Rotunda bylines, only two 
use the word, “I.” As an individual, I 
am not important and plan to stay that 
way. Instead, the spotlight should shine on this 
incredible community that I’ve had the pleasure 
to serve for the past four years. Through the 
good, the bad and the bizarre – clown sightings 
or #StopReplyAll, anyone? – this community 
remains my first and only choice for a family.
However, to truly love something requires us to 
remain critical and hold each other accountable. 
Complacency stunts growth. As journalists, 
we advocate for your right to know because we 
understand the power of the truth.
However, change must be a conscious decision 
made by the whole community. Therefore, I 
want to leave Longwood by challenging this 
campus the same way its challenged me.
To the administration, while I’ve enjoyed each 
time I’ve sat down with our officials, there’s still a 
need for more transparency. The way to improve 
trust among all channels at Longwood is to 
free the flow of information, not limit it. Clear, 
honest dialogue fosters healthy relationships.
To the students, you are the foundation 
of Longwood. I challenge you to empower 
yourselves. I don’t need to remind you, but you 
do pay tuition and currently account for over 60 
percent of the school’s operation budget. You 
have the power.
To Professor Halliday and Professor Mergen, 
continue to push yourselves to guide and develop 
future Rotunda-ers. At times, you may think no 
one is listening to your advice, but at the very 
least, a couple people are. Those are the people 
that will take the seed you’ve planted and help it 
grow into a mentality across the staff. But they 
still need that first seed.
To the new Rotunda leadership, have 
confidence in your positions and know that 
you’ve earned it. However, understand that you 
haven’t “made it.” None of us have, nor will we. 
There’s no final destination for The Rotunda only 
an infinitely beautiful and ongoing evolution. 
Do the damn thing and never settle.
Thank you to The Rotunda for teaching me 
to always follow my passion, accept myself and 
empower others through service. The future is 
forever bright. 
Halle Parker
Payton Conway
Former Editor-in-Chief | @_thehalparker
Former Rotunda Studios 
Executive Producer | @paytonac96
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T
hroughout my three years in The 
Rotunda, I have changed so much. 
Though I joined The Rotunda 
knowing I did not want to write or be a 
journalist, I found the perfect place for me.
While having the position of event 
coordinator for the newspaper, I have made 
so many friends, figured out what I want 
to do after graduation and learned so many 
different aspects of journalism.
Throughout my time working for the 
newspaper, I realized my passion for 
event planning as well as public relations 
and recruitment. When I graduate from 
Longwood University, I will be working for 
Inova Children’s Hospital in Fairfax, V.A 
working with their community relations 
department. Without The Rotunda, I do 
not think I would’ve realized my passion 
for event planning and PR.
I am thankful for The Rotunda for 
teaching me to be dedicated and involved 
as well as introducing me to so many 
amazing people. I love my Rotunda family 
and will never forget them. -Alex Kiszka
I
’m very thankful for 
the help that you all 
have given me on my 
writing. I’ll make sure to 
put those lessons to work 
wherever I end up. In my 
years here at Longwood, 
I have experienced many 
great things here, ranging 
from The Rotunda from 
joining Lambda Pi Eta, the Politics Club and WMLU. I think that these were all very 
important for my development as a student, but as time went on (especially in my senior 
year) I had to limit these to the essentials, which I decided was basically The Rotunda 
and not much else. I think this goes to show just how important this community has 
been to me. Thank you very much for everything.
T
hroughout my three years on 
The Rotunda, I met so many 
different people with such unique 
personalities, opinions and backgrounds. 
Everyone taught me so much, not only 
about journalism, but event planning 
and social media. I will miss everyone so 
much! It’s already weird not being at the 
meetings. I wish everyone the best and 
cannot wait to see where they take this 
organization! P.S. although there were 
only two PR concentrations in the room 
each meeting we rocked the whole room! 
-Emily Neighbors
I 
transferred to Longwood in the Fall 
of 2016 as an incoming junior without 
knowing a single person at the university. 
I decided to get involved in The Rotunda to 
develop my graphic design skills, strengthen 
my resume and meet new people. I wanted 
to dedicate my time to something in hopes of 
preparing for life after graduation, however, I 
was blessed with much more than that. I have 
met some of the best people to ever enter my 
life and I never would’ve expected that only 
being at Longwood for two short years. Being 
a part of the layout section of the magazine has 
helped me grow so much as a designer. I was 
able to help redesign the newspaper into a news-
source magazine and that has been one of my 
most satisfying accomplishments design related. 
Being able to work on layout for the magazine 
each week has been something I have looked 
forward to on a regular basis. Layout design is 
what I love the most in graphic design, so being 
a part of the layout section has been a perfect 
fit for me. I am thankful I found The Rotunda 
when I transferred because without it my time at 
Longwood University would not have been the 
best it has turned out to be.
Laura Gottschalk
Emily Neighbors
Alex Kiszka
David Pettyjohn
Former Assitant Layout Editor | @imloopylaura
Former Event Co-Coordinator | @emmmm_13
Former Co-Event Coordinator | @longwoodrotunda
Former Features Staff | @PettyjohnDavid
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L
uxury fashion and the hip hop industry 
started out with a rocky relationship 
during the early 80’s but eventually 
developed a mutual partnership. When hip hop 
was first created it in 70’s it was an underground 
genre of music, although hip hop had a negative 
stigma it gained a cult following, but no fashion 
brand made an effort to be affiliated with the 
genre even if it would have been publicity for 
their brand towards minorities.
With hip hop becoming more popular among 
other genres of music during the 80s and 90s 
the public eye began to focus on hip hop and its 
culture. The distinctive streetwear style, hypnotic 
beats and melodic lyrics that branded the genre 
attracted not only a diverse audience, but after 
some time, luxury brands as well.
It all began in 1989, in Harlem New York at a 
small boutique owned by Dapper Dan, a New 
York native who wanted to bring haute couture 
to the poverty stricken neighborhood he grew 
up in.
“Originally my intentions were to buy wholesale 
and sell, but the things I wanted to buy weren’t 
available to me. The major companies would 
not sell to me – I would attribute it to either 
prejudice or location – so that inspired me to 
start making the things I made,” Dapper 
Dan reminisced told Dazed.com.
Due to luxury brands refusing to sell 
to Dapper Dan, he began making 
clothing which he called “Ghetto 
Couture” for the local “hustlers and 
street people”. One fateful day, LL 
Cool J walked in, became interested 
in his designs and soon Dapper Dan 
began making clothing for rap artists 
and athletes such as Salt n’ Pepa, Mike 
Tyson and Bobby Brown to name 
a few. 
Suspicions were raised after 
Mike Tyson wore a Fendi 
jacket that wasn’t featured 
in any Fendi collection. 
Eventually, Dapper Dan 
was caught by lawyers 
for selling knock offs of 
luxury brands and his 
boutique was regularly 
being raided.
“I didn’t do knock offs, 
I did knock ups,” Dan joked with Dazed.com.
All the designs he created were original, but he 
copied the logos onto his clothing.
“The only thing that I (copied) was the logo 
itself, and even then, I did them in ways that had 
never been done before, not even by the people 
who owned the rights to the logos,” Dapper Dan 
told FastCompany.com.
Although he was infringing brands, he 
gave black artists and local New Yorkers the 
opportunity to wear streetwear luxury clothing 
that was affordable and appealed to the black 
consumers, because it wasn’t being offered to 
them at the time. The luxury brands weren’t 
creating streetwear clothing, but dinner party 
attire that only appealed to their target audience, 
white consumers. The brands made no efforts to 
try and appeal to the black community. Dapper 
Dan ignited the start of rappers wearing luxury 
brands because he combined the black streetwear 
culture with luxury fabric and logos and had 
reinvented the styles.
A few years later, in 1986, Run DMC became 
the first rap group to get an endorsement deal 
with the fashion label Adidas and released the 
song “My Adidas,” earning them $1 million. 
After this initial endorsement, luxury brands 
began making deals with rap artists in order 
to garner more publicity and 
appeal to the black target 
audiences by creating 
streetwear designs for 
the rap artists to wear.
In 1988, Ralphie’s 
Kids, a group from 
Crown Heights, and 
Polo U.S.A., a group 
from Brownsville, 
joined together to 
form the Brooklyn rap 
group Lo-Lifes, fueled 
by their similar love for 
the Polo and Ralph Lauren 
brands. The photo book 
“Bury Me” was created by 
photographer Tom Gould 
featuring photos of Bic 
Vic Lo and portrait 
photos of Lo-Lifes. Both 
Ralph Lauren and Polo 
were creating clothing 
for their target audience of the white middle 
class.
“In so many ways, hip hop is a reflection of 
society and environment, wherein folks who are 
denizens of the culture, do not see themselves, 
do not see themselves in mainstream culture,” 
Sacha Jenkins, director of “Fresh Dressed” said 
when speaking to the LA Times. “So they say, 
‘How can we see ourselves in our own terms 
while borrowing the things we appreciate — 
even if these brands don’t appreciate us?’ That 
defiant attitude and desire to reinterpret styles 
serves as a foundational principle of hip hop 
fashion that has crossed into the mainstream.”
In the 90s, it became more common for rappers 
to be affiliated with luxury brands. In 1996, 
Tupac walked the Versace fashion show with 
his girlfriend. During 1999 “Rappers diversified 
into fashion, with the launch of Rocawear 
following labels including Phat Farm and Fubu,” 
BusinessOfFashion.com states.
Following the early 2000s, rappers began 
collaborations with luxury fashion brands. The 
current fashion collaborations are Travis Scott 
with Saint Laurent, Kendrick Lamar with 
Adidas and A$AP Rocky with Dior. Rappers 
have also been mentioning luxury fashion 
companies in their music as well.
“Gucci gang, Gucci gang, Gucci gang, spend 
10 racks on a new chain. I can’t buy a bitch no 
wedding ring, rather go and buy Balmains.” - 
“Gucci Gang,” Lil Pump .
It’s more common now for luxury fashion 
companies to have some streetwear clothing in 
their collections. In the Gucci 2018 fall collection, 
designer Alessandro Michele incorporates the 
same design as Dapper Dan’s bootleg puffer 
jacket into the fashion show as a salute to the 
designer. Gucci and Dapper Dan are planning 
on releasing a collaboration soon.
“Brands are changing their messaging. They 
are starting to include people of color, and more 
minorities because the minority dollar is strong,” 
stylist Matthew Henson says to the LA Times. 
“That has a good side and a bad side. It can be 
predatory, but there is a little bit of a leveling of 
the playing field and that has to do with hip hop 
artists and their power and influence and what 
their voices can do.”
80’s hip hop influences ghetto couture
by Tabitha Calvin | A&E Staff
Luxury fashion at the forefront
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n 1935, Sinclair Lewis’ “It Can’t Happen 
Here” introduced a standard refrain in 
American history: could fascism occur in 
the United States? The book is a semi-satirical 
novel that explores the concept of fascism in 
America during its rise in Europe.
Fascism is characterized by strong nationalism, 
extreme authoritarianism, corporatism, 
milivtarization and hostility towards liberalism 
and Marxism.
The term originates from the 19th century, 
with its ideologies appearing in different written 
works from Germany, Austria, France and Italy. 
In 1921, the National Fascist Party was founded 
by Benito Mussolini, the soon-to-be World War 
II dictator of Italy.
Mussolini’s right-wing party advocated 
nationalism in Italy and launched a platform of 
intimidation and terrorism against its opponents. 
By 1936, Mussolini joined Adolf Hitler, who 
shaped his Nazi Germany revolution after the 
rise of Mussolini.
Fascism continues to captivate both historians 
and political scientists because the ideology did 
not die along with the fascist states of World 
War II. Today, there are self-proclaimed fascists 
in America, such as those who attended the 
“Unite the Right” rally in Charlottesville, 
Virginia.
In 1939, roughly 22,000 American fascists held 
a pro-German and pro-Nazi rally at Madison 
Square Garden in New York City. Speakers at 
the rally called for a “white, gentile-ruled USA” 
and denounced the press for being controlled by 
Jews.
They also gave the Nazi salute during the 
national anthem and pledged allegiance to the 
American flag. Nearly 1,700 police officers had 
to guard the rally participants to make sure 
counter-protesters wouldn’t clash.
After the 2016 election, the original question, 
“can it happen here?” started to be asked again 
– according to Time, sales of the 1935 novel 
started to go up again, sparking a conversation 
that many didn’t see coming.
While there’s still a debate on what would 
allow fascism to rise in the United States and 
what makes certain countries at risk, the U.S. 
War Department saw the threat by domestic 
fascism to American democracy.
Successful fascist movements have involved 
alliances between the divested and powerful 
businesses to place blame for social distress onto 
victimized scapegoats and to eliminate more 
radical options. In the 1920-30s in Germany and 
Italy, the targets of the fascists were socialists, 
communists and labor unionists.
Today, there are similar tendencies through 
verbal attacks on Muslims, immigrants, inner-
city minorities and through right-wing populism 
being used by rich 
capitalists and 
their supporters 
to get rid of 
regulations on 
industries and cut down 
on the wealthy’s taxes.
Fascist and neo-fascist movements 
are on the rise as populist dissatisfaction 
embraces militant nationalism and blames 
immigrants, homosexuals and ethnic/religious 
minorities for unwanted cultural change, income 
inequality and their sense of displacement.
Even though hatred and bigotry are scary 
enough by themselves, there is a bigger concern 
that these movements could launch anti-
democratic forces into power just like they did 
in Germany and Italy.
In the U.S., the Charlottesville “Unite the 
Right” rally showcased the ugliness of the alt-
right and neo-Nazi groups as the marchers 
chanted “white lives matter.”
While President Trump eventually denounced 
the violence in Charlottesville, former leader of 
the Ku Klux Klan (KKK) David Duke said that 
Trump’s election inspired the rally and that his 
election gave people like him the determination 
to “get our country back” according to the 
Huffington Post.
Trump did not bring fascism into the United 
States, but it’s important to remember that 
fascism is not easy to identify, nor is it easy to 
destroy once it’s in power.
POOLE: Can fascism happen in the US?
Rachael Poole | Opinions Editor | @rapoole17
Fascism is hard to recognize 
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A German-American color guard marches through Madison Square Garden on Feb. 20, 1939. 
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by Kurt Martin | Sports Staff | @IamKurt14
F
irst-year Head Coach Jhonnatan 
Medina-Alvarez and his history-
making men’s tennis team saw their 
season come to an end on Wednesday, bowing 
out to Winthrop University in the program’s 
first-ever Big South semifinal appearance.
The Lancers came back from a 3-1 deficit 
in Tuesday’s quarterfinal against conference 
rival Liberty University to tie the match 3-3, 
eventually leading to junior Julian Farthing’s 
heroics in the deciding matchup to send 
Longwood to their program’s first-ever Big 
South semifinal appearance.
“It’s something I’ve been working for three 
seasons … and it’s been a big goal of ours for 
the past five years to get our first conference 
(postseason) win,” Farthing said. “We were 
over the moon, smiles all around. One of the 
best days of our college careers.”
Farthing recalls being mobbed by his 
teammates after Liberty’s return hit went 
out of play, knowing he had just stamped his 
name into the record books.
Coming off 
his best season 
of his collegiate 
career, Farthing 
set a career-high 
24-9 singles 
record, while also 
setting a program 
record with his 
6-1 record in Big 
South matches. 
Additionally, he 
was named to the 
All-Big South 
second team in 
singles, as well as 
an All-Academic team selection.
Now, he can add that he secured the 
program’s first-ever Big South tournament 
win to his already illustrious college tennis 
resumé.
The following day, the Lancers found 
themselves in the same 
3-1 hole they were 
in 24 hours before, 
this time against top-
seeded Winthrop. 
After fighting back to 
tie the match 3-3, the 
Eagles pulled out a 
tiebreaker win to end 
Longwood’s season.
“Obviously we were 
really sad, and were 
very emotional. After 
all the work we have 
done, it was over, it was just done,” sophomore 
Amadeo Blasco said. “There was no coming 
back and we couldn’t fix it.”
With his first season in the books, Medina-
Alvarez addressed the emotional Lancer 
squad following their heartbreaking season-
ending loss.
“Our coach was 
very proud of us 
and all the work 
we did during the 
season,” Blasco 
said. “We played 
with our heart and 
gave our all. We 
didn’t give it to 
them, they had to 
take it from us.”
Blasco completes 
his sophomore year 
with numerous 
a c c o l a d e s , 
including program records for single-season 
wins in both singles and doubles play with 
a 30-7 overall record, smashing the previous 
record of 23 wins. He also became the 
program’s first player to be named First Team 
in singles twice, and also was a Second Team 
selection for doubles 
with his partner 
freshman Raisei 
Sakai.
The Lancers’ season 
finishes with a final 
overall record of 13-9 
and a 3-4 conference 
record. They met the 
Big South preseason 
expectation of 
placing fifth in 
the regular season, 
but exceeded 
expectations by advancing in the postseason.
Both Farthing and Blasco credit new coach 
Medina-Alvarez for the work he has put into 
the team this past season, as he led them to 
new heights and set the bar for next season.
“(Medina-Alvarez) just brings the best out 
of everyone. He’s very hard-masked – in a 
positive way – that he pushes everyone to be 
their best, and doesn’t accept anything other 
than your best,” Farthing said. “He commits 
so much to the team, he sacrifices so much to 
be with us … the least we can do is try our 
hardest in training and in matches to give the 
best to the program.”
Blasco added, “He made everyone more 
disciplined and try to be their best in anything 
we do. He has a lot of knowledge since he was 
a pro player, like he knows every scenario and 
what is going through our minds. He’s been 
there before.”
The Lancers continue to add new faces to 
their already young program and have set 
the bar for next season in a possible extended 
postseason run.
MTEN:
Lancers reach new 
heights, but fall in Big South semifinals
by Patrick Sanderson |  Sports Editor | @psanderson20
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n the world of sports, winning is always 
the goal, but was not at the forefront on 
Saturday, April 14 for the Longwood 
Rugby Football Club. Hosting the Todd 
Miller Memorial Tournament for the first 
time in five years, both men’s and women’s 
teams aimed to celebrate the legacy of a fallen 
teammate.
The tournament is dedicated to former 
team member and Longwood student Todd 
Miller, who tragically lost his life in 2008 
after suffering a head injury during a match at 
Virginia Military Institute (VMI).
Ellie Miller, Todd Miller’s mother, was 
in attendance for the tournament and was 
appreciative of the great turnout.
“I feel very joyful, and very blessed to know 
that Todd could make such an impact on 
Longwood, and on the game of rugby here, 
and on these young men and women,” said 
Miller. “I couldn’t ask for a better son.”
She continued, “He loved the game, and 
once you love something, you work at it really, 
really hard which is what he did, and he 
became very good.”
Miller believes her son discovered a new love 
for the game of rugby while attending the 
annual involvement fair on campus.
“He must have stopped by that tent, 
and thought it sounded good, enjoyed the 
comradery, then right away he had a niche,” 
Miller said. “And once you find that in school, 
it makes everything better.”
Teams including James Madison University, 
William & Mary, NC State, Virginia 
Commonwealth University, Old Dominion 
University and VMI all took part in the April 
14 tournament.
Both Longwood teams were unable to win 
the championship in their respective divisions, 
as the men’s team fell in the National Small 
College Rugby Organization (NSCRO) finals 
to JMU, while the women placed second in 
their division after losing 10-5 to VMI in 
overtime.
To directly pass on the legacy of Todd Miller, 
the club handed out a $1,000 scholarship to a 
male and female from the teams on campus.
This year’s recipients of the scholarship 
was sophomore J.C. Siles and junior Bridget 
Dunn. 
“It means a lot actually, because I met the 
first winner of the Todd Miller 
scholarship the night of the 
tournament, and he just bestowed 
a great honor to me after we 
talked a lot. I really felt there 
was a deep history in Longwood 
Rugby,” said Siles.
Although he didn’t know Miller 
personally, Siles acknowledges 
the continuing legacy Miller left 
behind at Longwood and the 
impact he made on the rugby 
team.
“Personally, I wasn’t in school 
early enough to ever know about 
Todd Miller, but his legacy runs 
really deep throughout Longwood Rugby, 
and every day I aspire to be like Todd Miller 
on and off the field,” said Siles.
Club Captain John Fredrikson said at 
conclusion of the season, Longwood Men’s 
Rugby finished second in the NSCRO series 
for the spring semester.
“The overall tournament went really well 
with all of the different divisions, and it all 
ran really smoothly and there weren’t any 
problems with the brackets or anything, so 
that was really good,” he said.
Fredrikson said he hopes to start having the 
tournament to honor Miller on an annual 
basis from now on after the tournament’s five-
year absence.
Club Rugby
spirit at a high in 
tournament tribute
by Kurt Martin | Sports Staff | @IamKurt14
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INTRODUCING YOUR NEW FAVORITE NUMBERS:
Taste the World... Gourmet & Traditional
Carry-Out, Delivery, & Dine In
237 Sunchase Blvd 
434.391.1000
$7.00  LARGE 1 TOPPING PIZZA
$8.00  LARGE 2 TOPPING PIZZA
$9.00  LARGE 3 TOPPING PIZZA
LIMITED TIME ONLY
7... 8... 9... 
